
RICHMOND BRIDGE ASSOCIATION, INC.
BY-LAWS

The attached document has not been revised for awhile, 
so there are some changes that need to be made. A 
committee has been formed for the purpose of revising 
these by-laws. If you would like to make suggestions for 
changes, please contact one of the committee members: 
Paul Anderson, Steve Chaplin, Ed Kinlaw, George 
Lewis, or Linda MacCleave.



RICHMOND BRIDGE ASSOCIATION, INC.
BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I
NAME

The name of this organization shall be “Richmond Bridge Association, Inc.” (RBA)

ARTICLE II
AFFILIATION

The RBA has been chartered by, is affiliated with, and functions within the bylaws and 
regulations of the American Contract Bridge League (ACBL).

ARTICLE III
OBJECTIVES

The purpose of the RBA is to preserve, promote, and stimulate interest in duplicate 
bridge.

ARTICLE IV
MEMBERSHIP

A. Members are persons who are members in good standing of the ACBL and who 
are designated by the ACBL to be members of the RBA.

B. No person shall be denied membership because of race, creed, sex, religion, or 
age.

ARTICLE V
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The operation and activities of the RBA shall be conducted by its Board of Directors. The 
board shall consist of four (4) Officers, eight (8) Directors, and the immediate Past 
President.

A. Officers of the RBA shall be a President, a Vice-President, a Secretary, and a 
Treasurer. All Officers shall be elected from among the membership, by the 
membership, in accordance with the terms of Article VIII. 

B. There shall be eight (8) Directors of the RBA.
1. Four (4) Directors shall be elected from among the membership, by the 

membership, in accordance with the terms of Article VIII. 
2. Four Directors shall be elected from among the membership shall be 

appointed by the President of the RBA.
C. The RBA Board of Directors shall have the powers and duties included but not 

limited to:



1. Operation of RBA affairs in any manner as empowered by the 
Commonwealth of Virginia statutes pertaining to non-stock corporations;

2. Filling of any vacancy among the elected Directors and Officers until the 
next election by the RBA membership;

3. Holding bridge tournaments; and
4. The employment and discharge of employees and/or contractors, the 

supervision of their conduct, and the fixing of their compensation.
D. The Board of Directors shall hold a minimum of four (4) meetings each year. The 

Secretary shall call a meeting of the Board of Directors at the request of the 
President, or upon request in writing from three (3) members of the Board of 
Directors. Notice of such meetings shall be mailed or personally communicated 
not less than five (5) days prior to the date of the proposed meeting.

E. A quorum of the Board of Directors for the transaction of business shall consist of 
not less than one-half (1/2) of the membership of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VI
MEETINGS

A. A meeting of the RBA membership shall be held annually during the month of 
May. The Board of Directors of the RBA will establish the time and date for the 
meeting and will provide notice by mail at least thirty (30) days prior to the 
scheduled date.

B. Special meetings of the RBA members may be called at any time by the Board of 
Directors upon fourteen days’ written notice. The notice of any special meeting 
shall contain an agenda of the matters to be considered at such meeting.

C. Special meetings of the RBA members may be called by petition of the 
membership, such petition being signed by at least forty (40) members in good 
standing of the RBA. Said petition shall be mailed to the Secretary of the RBA, 
who shall call the meeting for a date that is within thirty (30 days of the date the 
petition was received. The Secretary shall notify RBA members of the meeting in 
writing at least fourteen (14) days prior to the meeting. The notice of any special 
meeting shall contain an agenda of the matters to be considered at such a meeting.

D. A quorum for the transaction of business at any RBA meeting shall consist of fifty 
(50) members or 10% of the membership, whichever is less.

E. Unless otherwise specified, Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the proceedings 
of all RBA meetings.

ARTICLE VII
FISCAL YEAR

The fiscal year of the RBA shall commence on July 1 and end on June 30 of the 
succeeding year.

ARTICLE VIII
ELECTIONS



A. All Officers and Elected Directors shall be elected by the RBA membership for 
two-year terms each. The beginning of a term will coincide with the beginning of 
the RBA fiscal year.

B. No Officer shall be re-elected to the same office for more than two consecutive 
terms.

C. The number of terms for an elected Director is unlimited.
D. Election of Officers and elected Directors will be held every two years at the 

annual membership meeting, commencing with the 1994 meeting.
E. At least sixty (60) days prior to the annual membership meeting/election, the 

President, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors, shall appoint a 
nominating committee composed of three (3) persons, two of whom shall not be 
members of the current Board of Directors. Said nominating committee shall (1) 
create a notice asking that any RBA member interested in serving on the Board of 
Directors contact a member of the nominating committee, (2) mail such notice to 
the managers of all bridge clubs sanctioned within the RBA area, and (3) prepare 
a slate of candidates for Officers and Directors to be placed in nomination by the 
committee.

F. The names of the persons to be nominated as candidates for the RBA Officers and 
Directors by the nominating committee shall be made known to the members in 
the notice of the annual membership/election, which shall be mailed to members 
at least thirty (30) days prior to said meeting.

G. Additional nominations may be made by the membership. Such nominations must 
be in writing, signed by at least twenty (20) members in good standing, and must 
be mailed to the Secretary of the RBA at least ten (10) days before the date of the 
annual membership meeting/election.

H. Every member in good standing of the RBA shall be entitled to one vote 
according to instructions provided on election ballots. All ballots shall be secret. 
All candidates are entitled to have a witness at the counting.

I. Every member in good standing may vote at the annual membership 
meeting/election, or may vote by absentee ballot, providing that the requirements 
for voting by absentee ballot, as outlined by the Board of Directors, have been 
met.

J. In the election of Officers, a majority of the votes cast shall be required to elect. If 
no candidate receives a majority on the first ballot, the two nominees having the 
greatest number of votes shall remain on the second ballot and a second vote shall 
be taken. In the election of Directors, the four (4) candidates receiving the highest 
number of votes cast shall be elected.

ARTICLE IX
IMPEACHMENT

Any Officer or elected Director may be removed for cause at any meeting of the Board of 
Directors, provided that a quorum is present and that two-thirds (2/3) of those present 
shall so vote. Any Officer or elected Director against whom impeachment charges shall 
be brought shall be notified in writing, by registered mail, of the charges against him or 
her at least ten (10) days prior to the meeting at which a discussion and/or vote on the 



impeachment charge is planned. Any Officer or elected Director receiving notice of 
impeachment charges shall be given an opportunity to be heard by the Board of Directors 
and to be represented by counsel of his or her choice. The action taken by the Board of 
Directors shall be conclusive and final.

ARTICLE X
AMENDMENTS

Amendments to RBA’s Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws may be proposed in a 
petition signed by at last forty (40) members in good standing of the RBA or in a petition 
signed by eight (8) members of the RBA Board of Directors. Any such petitions must be 
submitted to the Secretary of the RBA at least sixty (60) days before any membership 
meeting, either annual or special. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to incorporate the 
text of the proposed amendment in the written notice of the membership meeting. The 
concurrence of two-thirds (2/3) of all members present and voting shall be required to 
pass any amendment.

ARTICLE XI
DISSOLUTION

In the event the RBA is dissolved and is not merged with another ACBL unit having like 
objectives, the assets of the RBA shall be distributed to charitable organizations and 
institutions to be selected by the Board of Directors.


